City of Belvedere Sewer Ordinance

14.05.055 Backwater devices. 

A.
Devices Required.  No later than September 1, 1996, all buildings connected to the city sewer main by a side sewer shall be required to have at least one city-approved backwater device installed on each such side sewer as follows:

1.
The location of the backwater device shall be outside of the building perimeter foundation, and the spillover feature of the approved above-grade device shall be at least six inches below the building's lowest fixture drain as measured from the drain weir.

2.
A check valve shall be installed on the sewer lateral in addition to and downstream of the above-grade overflow device where: (a) the overflow device cannot be placed at least six inches below the building's lowest fixture drain weir; or (b) the building official deems it necessary to protect receiving waters of the bay.

3.
In the case of water closets, the device must be at least six inches below the water closet flange.


It shall be the responsibility of the parcel owner to keep and maintain the backwater device in a proper operating condition. The backwater device shall not be altered, modified, blocked or removed without prior written approval from the city.


Effective September 1, 1994, the installation of approved backwater devices shall be required as a condition to the issuance of all building permits, residential building reports, revocable licenses, changes of title and other building-related permits.

B.
Waivers.  Property owners who wish to be exempted from the requirement to install a backwater device on their side sewer may apply for a waiver from Section 14.05.055A in either of the following cases:

1.
The property for which the waiver is being sought meets each of the three following conditions: (a) that a manhole exists upstream of the point where the building's side sewer connects to the city sewer; (b) that the elevation of the top of said manhole is a minimum of two :Feet below the lowest plumbing fixture drain in the building; and (c) that said manhole is in a paved area with a relatively low likelihood of a vehicle or other object being in a position to prevent the manhole cover from discharging sewage as intended.  On the basis of the uniqueness of the public and/or private hydraulic configuration of a property's sewer piping, the city building official may require an applicant to provide certification from a licensed engineer or a licensed plumber indicating that each of the aforementioned conditions exists; or

2.
The property owner provides the city with a declaration under penalty of perjury that to the property owner's knowledge or belief there has been no incidents of flooding and/or sewage backflow on the property within the preceding ten years and provides evidence that the cost of installing the required backwater device would exceed one thousand dollars.


An application for a waiver shall be made in writing on a city- provided form and shall be considered only if it is accompanied by a written agreement of the property owner, in a form acceptable to the city attorney, that indemnifies and holds the city harmless from and against any and all damages that might occur as a result of a sewage backup into a structure that would have otherwise benefited from the installation of an approved backwater device on the property owner's property.


Upon finding that the application meets all of the required conditions, including the indemnification requirement, the city manager, upon the recommendation of the building official, shall grant the waiver to the applicant, which waiver shall be recorded. (Ord. 95-2 §5, 1995: Ord. 94-3 §2 (part), 1994).
