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AGENDA STATEMENT

CITY COUNCIL MEETING DATE:  June 20, 2006
SUBJECT:
Approval of 2006 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Transition Plan Update
Report Prepared by:  Mark Lander, City Engineer
ATTACHMENTS:
Resolution Approving 2006 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Transition Plan Update, together with Exhibit “A,” 2006 Update
RECOMMENDATION:
Adopt the Resolution Approving the 2006 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Transition Plan Update.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT:
The cost of completing the 2006 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Transition Plan Update (2006 Update) is estimated at $30,000.  Funding would be through the General Fund.  These funds will be included in the 2006-2007 Fiscal Year as a Capital Improvement Project. 
The assessment phase of the 2006 Update will identify improvements needed to City facilities and public right-of-way in order to comply with current ADA standards.  The scope and cost of these improvements will not be known until the assessment is complete. 
The 2006 Update suggests an initial target annual funding amount of $20,000 to allow measurable progress in completing improvements needed to achieve ADA conformance.  The first year of funding for improvements would be in 2007-2008, after completion of the assessment.  This funding would need to continue, dependent on   the total cost of the needed improvements. Completion of the assessment may show that the annual funding amount should be increased in order to accelerate completion of high-priority improvements. 

Annual funding for improvements would be from the General Fund or Gas Tax.  It is likely that in given years grant funds would be available for portions of the work, reducing the impact to the
General Fund or Gas Tax monies.  It is also likely that some improvements would be completed in conjunction with City Capital Improvement projects or private development. 

DESCRIPTION:


The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) was signed into law on July 26, 1990.  In summary, the law prevents discrimination against physically or mentally disabled individuals with regards to employment or access to public facilities.  Title I of the ADA deals with discrimination in the workplace.  Title II deals with discrimination in access to public places, and requires that local agencies prepare and adopt a transition plan that identifies barriers to accessibility and methods to remove those barriers.  Title II also requires that an agency develop a grievance procedure whereby individuals may report and request correction of facilities which are in non-compliance, and designate a staff person as ADA coordinator for the agency.
The City of Dublin, in response to the law, adopted three resolutions on February 2, 1993.  Resolution No. 27-93 adopted a Title I Compliance Plan, Resolution No. 28-93 adopted a Title II Transition Plan, and Resolution No. 29-93 adopted a complaint procedure.  The transition plan was limited to City facilities in existence at the time the Resolutions were adopted (the Civic Center, Shannon Center, Dublin Swim Center, Senior Center, and the Corporation Yard), and identified significant upgrades needed at the Swim Center in order to bring that site into ADA compliance.  Upgrades at the Swim Center and other minor improvements noted in the plan were completed later in 1993. 

Staff recommends that the original transition plan be replaced by an update that addresses current ADA requirements as well as the City’s expanded infrastructure.  The City has added several major facilities since 1993, specifically the new Library, the new Senior Center, Fire Stations 16, 17 and 18, and the Heritage Center.  Furthermore, the 1993 Plan did not include an assessment of other City infrastructure such as parks, trails, or streets, which are all governed by ADA standards.  ADA standards have been amended numerous times since 1993, and many improvements which may have complied 13 years ago may no longer be in compliance.  Standards are continuing to change; the U.S. Access Board, which develops ADA standards, is proposing specific accessibility design guidelines for the public right-of-way.  Although the City has continued to make progress in addressing specific areas such as park play equipment or individual buildings, there is no overall plan addressing the City’s entire current infrastructure. 
The proposed 2006 ADA Transition Plan Update, if adopted, will complete (during the 2006-2007 Fiscal Year) an assessment of the City’s current infrastructure, measured against current ADA standards or those which are pending.  The Update will develop a list of improvements needed to correct any noncompliant areas, along with a cost estimate for the work.  The assessment will also include a review of existing complaints regarding noncompliant areas, and will include a public outreach effort to solicit input from the community as to other problems or needs.  Needed improvements will be prioritized based on a combination of the volume and type of use the facility sees and the severity of the issue.  A funding plan will be developed, identifying funds that can be allocated to the work each year.  Following prioritization and development of the funding plan, a schedule will be set for implementation of the work.
The schedule for completing the 2006 Update is as follows:
	TASK 
	DATE 

	
	

	Complete Inventory
	Complete

	Perform Assessment and Public Outreach
	July 2006 – January 2007

	Develop List of Needed Improvements
	February 2007 – April 2007 

	Develop Cost Estimate for Improvements
	May 2007 – June 2007

	Complete Prioritization of Improvements 
	February  2007 – June 2007 

	Develop Schedule for Completion of Improvements
	July 2007 – August 2007

	Complete Revisions to Standard Drawings
	Complete 

	Implementation of Improvements 
	Fiscal Year 2007-2008 


Regular updates will be made to the City Council on the progress of the plan’s implementation.   Over time, minor adjustments to the prioritization of improvements may also be made to address input from the community.  In addition, Staff anticipates that the inventory will be updated as new facilities and public infrastructure is completed in the City.
The duration of the work would be dependent on the total cost of the work and the funds available in a given year.  Staff has suggested an initial target funding level of $20,000 per year.  This funding level would be adequate to complete a reasonable set of improvements within a given year.  For example, the fund would be adequate to replace approximately 10 curb ramps, enough to improve access around or along the route to a park or school.  Available sources of funding are the General Fund or Gas Tax.  It is anticipated that grant funds, such as Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds, will continue to be available each year in some amount.  The City might also want to apply the value of ADA improvements that are completed as part of another CIP project or private development toward the annual funding goal. Staff estimates that the $20,000 annual target level can be met through a combination of the use of grant funds and/or by crediting ADA improvements completed as part of other projects toward the target, and that meeting the target will not result in an increase in the use of the City’s discretionary funds. 
The cost of the 2006 Update is estimated at $30,000, with funding through the General Fund.  Funds will offset the cost of consultants and/or temporary staff to assist with the field assessments.  Costs will be included in the 2006-2007 Fiscal Year Budget as part of the Capital Improvement Program.  
Should the City Council choose to adopt the resolution approving the 2006 Transition Plan Update, this resolution would replace Resolution No. 28-93, which adopted the original transition plan.  Resolution No. 27-93, adopting the Title I Compliance Plan, and Resolution No. 29-93, adopting the complaint procedure, would remain in effect.  At this time, Staff has not evaluated changes in ADA law on these documents.  These documents deal with subject matters outside the responsibility of the Public Works Department and would require review by the City Attorney.  Staff will initiate this review if directed by the City Council. 
Staff recommends that the City Council adopt the resolution approving the 2006 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Transition Plan Update.  
RESOLUTION NO.   - 06
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

OF THE CITY OF DUBLIN

* * * * * * * * *

ADOPTING AN AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA)

TRANSITION PLAN 2006 UPDATE
WHEREAS, the Federal government enacted the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) to prevent discrimination of the physically and mentally disabled relating to employment and access to public facilities; and

WHEREAS, Title II of the ADA requires that municipalities adopt a Transition Plan that documents barriers to accessibility, proposed structural modifications to remove those barriers, and a schedule to complete the modifications; and

WHEREAS, the City Council approved Resolution  No. 28-93 on February 2, 1993, adopting an ADA Transition Plan in conformance with Title II requirements; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Dublin has increased the number of facilities and other infrastructure since 1993 that are not included under the 1993 Transition Plan; and 

WHEREAS, ADA design standards have been modified by the Federal government since the adoption of the 1993 Transition Plan, and 

WHEREAS, the City of Dublin remains committed to the ADA and the elimination of barriers to public facilities: and 

WHEREAS, Staff has prepared an update to the 1993 Transition Plan that reflects current City infrastructure and ADA design standards, referred to as the “2006 ADA Transition Plan Update;”

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Dublin hereby approves the 2006 Americans with Disabilities (ADA) Transition Plan Update. 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 20th day of June, 2006.


AYES:




NOES:




ABSENT:



ABSTAIN:









________________________________________

ATTEST:








Mayor

_______________________________________



     City Clerk

City of Dublin

Americans with Disability Act (ADA)

TRANSITION PLAN UPDATE
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1. SUMMARY

1.1 Background

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) was signed into law on July 26, 1990. The law, in summary, prevents discrimination against physically or mentally disabled individuals with regard to employment or access to public facilities. Title I deals with discrimination in the workplace. Title II deals with discrimination in access to public facilities, and requires that local agencies prepare and adopt a transition plan that identifies barriers to accessibility and methods to remove those barriers. Title II also requires that an agency develop a grievance procedure whereby individuals may make a request to correct improvements which are in non-compliance, and designate a staff person to serve as ADA coordinator for the agency.

The City of Dublin, in response to the law, adopted three resolutions on February 22, 1993. Resolution No. 27-93 adopted a Title I Compliance Plan. Resolution No. 28-93 adopted a Title II Transition Plan. Resolution 29-93 adopted a Complaint Procedure. The 1993 Transition Plan was limited to the existing city facilities at the time. These included the Civic Center, Shannon Community Center, Dublin Swim Center, Senior Center, and the Corporation Yard. The Plan noted that most facilities were in general conformance with ADA requirements, with the exception of minor changes to the phone system and a number of significant upgrades to the swim center. A capital improvement project was completed at the swim center in 1993, addressing the needed ADA upgrades.

1.2 2006 Transition Plan Update
On June 20, 2006, the City Council adopted Resolution 128-06, an update to the 1993 Transition Plan. The adopted resolution directs staff to revise the 1993 Transition Plan; the 2006 Transition Plan Update will include the assessment of streets, parks, and trails. The plan also includes the assessment of facilities built before and after the 1993 Transition Plan. The 2006 Transition Plan Update includes the current ADA design standards, as they have changed since 1993. Also adopted under the resolution, the 2006 Transition Plan Update includes a schedule and funding plan for addressing non-compliant improvements not covered in the 1993 Plan.     

The 2006 Update as approved by the City Council, includes the following:

1) An updated inventory of public facilities and improvements subject to ADA.

2) An assessment of the updated inventory against current ADA standards.

3) A list of non-compliant features and the improvements needed to achieve compliance.

4) A cost estimate of improvements.

5) Prioritization of the improvements.

6) Identification of funding sources and a funding plan to complete the improvements.

7) A schedule for completion of the improvements.

8) Standard Plans Update.

The 2006 Update in itself does not bring the City into compliance with current ADA standards. Full compliance will be achieved over a period of many years through the implementation of the improvements identified in the update. 

The U.S. Access Board, which develops ADA design standards and coordinates implementation with government agencies, has developed a draft set of accessibility guidelines for the public right-of-way that were recently released for public review and comment. Although the guidelines are not yet in effect, it is likely that some version of these guidelines will ultimately be adopted by law as the design standard for new or altered improvements to the public right-of-way. The draft guidelines are utilized as the standard for the 2006 Update.

These design guidelines have been amended numerous times since the adoption of the Act in 1990, and as noted above new guidelines continue to be developed. It is likely that standards will change again during the implementation phase of the 2006 Update. Ongoing updates will likely be needed to keep the City’s Transition Plan in conformance with current standards.

The schedule for completing the 2006 Transition Plan Update, as set by Resolution 128-06, is as follows:

	TASK
	COMPLETION DATE PER RESOLUTION 128-06
	ACTUAL COMPLETION DATE

	Complete inventory
	Complete
	September 2006

	Perform assessment and public outreach
	July 2006 – March 2007
	September 2006

	Develop list of needed improvements
	April 2007 – June 2007
	January 2007

	Develop cost estimate for improvements
	July 2007 – August 2007
	January 2007

	Complete prioritization of improvements
	September 2007 – October 2007
	January 2007

	Develop funding plan for completion of improvements
	October 2007 – November 2007
	January 2007

	Develop schedule for completion of  improvements
	December 2007- January 2008
	January 2007

	Complete revisions to standard drawings
	May 2006
	September 2006

	Implementation of improvements
	July 2008 through June 2038 or as needed
	Continuous


Several tasks were completed in a shorter time frame than originally expected. As a result, the 2006 Transition Plan Update is one year ahead of schedule. Implementation of ADA improvements will begin with the 2006/07 Sidewalk Improvement Program project (Capital Improvement Program (CIP) project # 94250), which includes $17,581 in Community Development Block Grant funds for curb ramp upgrades.

As noted above, the City has revised its standard design plans to adhere to current ADA requirements in September 2006, and is now utilizing these plans for both City capital projects and private development. 
2. ASSESSMENT

2.1
Assessment

The assessment of City buildings and parks is currently under review. It includes the interior of the building (barriers, path of travel, access to phones, drinking fountains, and restrooms) as well as the exterior (path of travel from the building to the parking lot and adjoining streets). The assessment began in early Fiscal Year 2006/07. An ADA study of public facilities, including a study of the Civic Center, is expected during Fall 2007.  

The City’s five-year CIP project #95635 includes funds to upgrade play equipment to meet ADA standards within City parks. Play equipment is therefore within compliance or will be in compliance by 2008. The park assessment will exclude play equipment.
A Public Works staff person conducted an assessment of City trails and streets. The assessment included curb ramps at each intersection. The assessment evaluated the need for detection warning surfaces (truncated domes) and /or the need to reconstruct the ramp. The path of travel between each intersection was also addressed in the assessment process. This included obstructions such as signs or street furniture, gaps or broken areas in the sidewalk, and noting sidewalk or driveway grades exceeding the ADA maximum of 2%. The assessment began in July 2006, the field work was completed in September 2006, and Geographic Information System (GIS) map layer showing curb ramp locations and conditions was completed in October 2006.  

The assessment included a review of existing complaints from the community regarding ADA compliance. Staff contacted concerned parties to investigate the problems and provide potential solutions. The assessment also included public outreach through notices on the City’s website and in the City newsletter. In addition, the Dublin Unified School District, local churches and other parties that generate pedestrian traffic were polled as to any known problems or complaints. 

2.2
Inspection
2.2.1
Curb Ramp Inspection

A Public Works’ staff person canvassed the entire city limits, recording the current condition of all curb ramps located in the public right-of-way. This inspection included curb ramps located at parks, facilities, trails and streets. Each curb ramp was inspected to determine the current condition and whether it was in compliance with ADA standards. This inspection allowed the City to evaluate disabled accessibility to public facilities throughout the city. 

The conditions were categorized and recorded in the City’s GIS. The conditions were grouped into five categories: non-existent, non-compliant, non-compliant with special problems (such as a conflict with a storm drain inlet), compliant without truncated domes and fully compliant. Each curb ramp was evaluated based upon these conditions, which allowed Public Works staff to compile a cost estimate of the improvements needed to upgrade all curb ramps to ADA standards.     

The ADA Standard Plans for curb ramps were adopted by the City in September 2006. ADA Standard Plans are located in Appendix A.  

2.2.2
Driveway Inspection

Inspections of driveways were also included in the overall ADA inspection of the public right-of-way. The inspections of driveways were grouped into two categories: residential and commercial. The inspection of residential and commercial driveways included parks, facilities, residential neighborhoods and commercial areas. 

Using GIS, a Public Works staff person evaluated and recorded the current conditions of driveways located throughout the city. The conditions were evaluated based on two standards, compliant or non-compliant. This assessment allowed Public Works staff to compile a cost estimate of the improvements needed to ensure compliance with ADA standards. As there are numerous driveways not in compliance with ADA standards, the City will focus and prioritize areas and routes that provide access to schools, parks, or other public facilities (for example, the Senior Center), commercial areas within walking distance of residential areas and other areas expected to attract high volumes of pedestrian traffic.

The ADA Standard Plans for residential and commercial driveways were also adopted by the City in September 2006. ADA Standard Plans are located in Appendix A.
2.3
Facilities Assessment

Public Works staff, in conjunction with the Parks and Community Services Department, has identified those facilities that are the responsibility of the City of Dublin and are included in the 2006 Update. Facilities are grouped into four categories: Buildings, Parks, Trails, and Streets. Public Works staff assessed wheelchair and disabled accessibility to City facilities to determine the current conditions and to evaluate compliance with ADA standards. An ADA study of all City facilities will be conducted in Fall 2007. Aerial views of current handicap accessibility to City parks and City facilities are located in Appendix B and Appendix C. Facilities are listed below:
	Buildings
	ADA Conditions/Assessment

	Civic Center
	Constructed: 1987
Last Updated: 2000/01

Recent Improvements:

· Installation of automatic doors at the Civic Center. 
· Removal of selected seating in the Council Chambers, creating additional space for wheelchairs. 
· Installation of automatic flushing devices in selected bathrooms. 
· Installation of a TTY (Text Telephone) device on public phones. 
· Lowered counter for public plan review. 
· Upgrade various signs in public areas.
Needed Improvements:
· Lower the height of the Planning/Public Works counter. 

· Stripe stair nosing in the Council Chambers and stairways to the second floor.

· Keypad for automatic doors (staff use). This would include the entrance into the exercise room. 
Comments: N/A

	Library
	Constructed: 2002

Last Updated: N/A

Recent Improvements: N/A
Needed Improvements:

· Access to and from the facility requires the installation of truncated domes at curb ramps throughout the parking lot.

Comments: N/A

	Police Department
	Constructed: 1987

Last Updated: 2005

Recent Improvements:

· Installation of automatic flushing devices in selected bathrooms. 
· Installation of TTY (Text Telephone) device on public phones. 
· Upgrade various signs in public areas.

Needed Improvements:

· Keypad for automatic doors (staff use). This would include the entrance into the exercise room.

· Lower height of counter at the public transaction area.

Comments: N/A

	Senior Center
	Constructed: 2005

Last Updated: N/A

Recent Improvements: N/A

Needed Improvements: N/A

Comments: The Senior Center is in compliance with current ADA standards. 

	Fire Station 16
	Constructed: 1993 
Last Updated: N/A

Recent Improvements: N/A
Needed Improvements: N/A

Comments: N/A

	Fire Station 17
	Constructed: 2002
Last Updated: N/A

Recent Improvements: N/A
Needed Improvements: N/A

Comments: This facility is fairly new and should be in compliance with ADA standards; no future review is proposed at this time.

	Fire Station 18
	Constructed: 2003  
Last Updated: N/A

Recent Improvements: N/A
Needed Improvements: N/A

Comments: This facility is fairly new and should be in compliance with ADA standards; no future review is proposed at this time.

	Heritage Center
	Constructed: 1856
Last Updated: 2002

Recent Improvements:
· Accessible lever handle hardware was updated at the entry gate.

Needed Improvements: N/A

Comments: N/A

	Swim Center
	Constructed: 1972 
Last Updated: 2002/03

Recent Improvements:
· Van-accessible signs at handicap parking space were installed.

· Door closures and the door hardware were upgraded to ensure that doors operate at an 8 ½ pound maximum operating pressure.

· Lever handles were installed for doors to the Manager’s Office.

· Soap dispensers were lowered to a minimum 40” above finished floor.

· Wall mounted accessibility signs at restrooms were installed

· Clothing hooks in the dressing rooms were lowered to a maximum 48” above finished floor

· Seats meet height and width requirements. 

· Adjacent counter at snack bar was modified to achieve 24” strikeside door clearance. 

· Fire extinguisher mounting was lowered to 54” height from floor surface.
Needed Improvements: N/A
Comments: N/A

	Corporation Yard
	Constructed: 1986
Last Updated: N/A

Recent Improvements: N/A
Needed Improvements: N/A

Comments: As the Corporation Yard does not permit general public access, no ADA updates have been made to the facility, and no future review is proposed.

	Shannon Community Center
	Constructed: Under construction (schedule of completion 2008/09) 
Last Updated: N/A

Recent Improvements: N/A
Needed Improvements: N/A

Comments:
· Designs will be based on the newly adopted ADA designs to ensure that this facility is in compliance with current ADA standards. 

· As part of the street evaluation, the path of access to the Shannon Community Center is included in the 2006/07 Update plan to replace or repair curb ramps that are included in the direct path of travel from residential areas to the Shannon Community Center. 


*Information from ADA Field Study conducted during FY 2000/01 and FY 2002/03 

	Parks
	ADA Conditions/Assessment

	Alamo Creek Park
	Constructed: 1987 
Last Updated: 2000/01

Recent Improvements: 

· Play equipment is scheduled for an upgrade in the fiscal year 2007/08. 

Needed Improvements:
· Curb ramp between handicap parking stalls must be reconstructed to reflect current ADA standards.

· Curb ramp leading from the neighborhood exceeds the required grade cross-slope, and must be reconstructed to reflect current ADA standards.

· Curb ramp directly next to the handicap parking stall exceeds the required grade cross-slope, and must be reconstructed to reflect current ADA standards.

· Path of access from neighborhood into park drops the public into the parking lot. No path of access from neighborhood onto park grounds is made available to the public. 

Comments: 
· Bathrooms, drinking fountains, picnic areas and play equipment are all handicap accessible.

	Bray Commons
	Constructed: 2003
Last Updated: N/A

Recent Improvements: N/A
Needed Improvements: N/A

Comments:
· Bray Commons Park has a complete concrete access path to all features in the park, including basketball courts, play equipment and picnic areas. 

· Picnic tables are handicap accessible and designed to allow a wheelchair to comfortably fit at the table. 

	Dolan Park
	Constructed: 1986
Last Updated: 2006

Recent Improvements: 
· New play equipment was installed
Needed Improvements: N/A

Comments: 

· Access path is concrete and connects with all features of the park. 

· The park is handicap accessible from the street.

	Dougherty Hills Open Space
	The Dougherty Hills Open Space is not handicap accessible. Path of access consists of a natural dirt trail. No concrete pathways or rails are installed at this park.

	Dublin Sports Ground
	Constructed: 1992
Last Updated: 2003

Recent Improvements: 
· ADA accessible play equipment was installed.
Needed Improvements: 

· Provide path of access into picnic area, path of access currently runs along side of picnic area. 

· Several curb ramps in parking lot need to be rebuilt to comply with ADA standards. 

· All ramps need truncated domes.  

· Baseball fields at far end of the park are not handicap accessible

Comments: 

Handicap accessible bathrooms and drinking fountains. 

	Emerald Glen Park
	Constructed: 2000
Last Updated: 2003 & 2005

Recent Improvements: 
· Additional ADA accessible play equipment was installed.
 Needed Improvements: 
· Ramps in parking lot (Central Pkwy/Tassajara Rd and Gleason Dr.) need truncated domes installed to be in compliance with ADA standards.

Comments: 
· All features of the park are handicap accessible, including play equipment, soccer field, baseball fields, tennis courts, bathrooms, drinking fountains and picnic areas.

	Kolb Park
	Constructed: 1987
Last Updated: 2003

Recent Improvements: 
· Play equipment was replaced. 

Needed Improvements: 

· There is no path of access to two picnic areas within the park.    

Comments:
· Drinking fountain and bathrooms are handicap accessible. 

· One picnic area is assembled with fixed seating accessible for wheelchairs.  

· Tennis court and play areas are handicap accessible. 

· Park is handicap accessible from street.

	Mape Memorial Park
	Constructed: 1986
Last Updated: 1996

Recent Improvements: 

· ADA accessible play equipment was installed.
Needed Improvements: N/A

Comments: 

· Both sections of the park are connected by a concrete pathway, which is handicap accessible. 

· Bathrooms, drinking fountains and picnic areas are handicap accessible. 

· One picnic table is specifically designed to allow a wheelchair to comfortably fit at the table allowing the individual to join others at the table.  

	Shannon Park
	Constructed: 1989
Last Updated: 2005

Recent Improvements: 
· Curb ramps were installed to provide wheelchair access to the playground equipment. 

· Path of access to play area, picnic areas and drinking fountains were made handicap accessible. 

· Handicap access from street into the park is compliant.
Needed Improvements:
· Ramps in parking lot are not ADA compliant, but will be upgraded during the renovation of the Shannon Community Center building.

· The path of access to Shannon Park is included in the 2006/07 and 2007/08 Update plan to replace and/or repair curb ramps that are the direct path of travel from residential areas to Shannon Park.

Comments: N/A

	Stagecoach Park
	Constructed: 1986
Last Updated: N/A

Recent Improvements: N/A
Needed Improvements:
· Install ramps that lead into play area. 

· Access to picnic tables should be handicap accessible. 

· Entrance into park on Turquoise Street should be evaluated as it is above ADA cross-slope grade standards. 

· Rails may need to be installed to address the cross-slope grade issue.

Comments: N/A 

	Ted Fairfield Park
	Constructed: 2003
Last Updated: N/A

Recent Improvements: N/A
Needed Improvements: N/A

Comments:
· Park entrance, play ground equipment, basketball courts, baseball/soccer fields are all handicap accessible. 

· Picnic areas are handicap accessible. 

· Access to bathrooms and drinking fountains are handicap accessible. 

· Ramps with rails have been installed in areas where cross-slope grade is above ADA standards. 

	Dublin Dog Park
	Constructed: Under construction (schedule of completion 2006/07)
Last Updated: N/A

Recent Improvements: N/A
Needed Improvements: N/A

Comments: The project design will follow current ADA standards.

	Martin Canyon Open Space
	Martin Canyon Open Space is not handicap accessible. Path of access consists of a natural dirt trail. No concrete pathways or rails are installed at this park. 


*The current five-year Capital Improvement Program allocates funds to upgrade playground equipment and access in all City parks by 2008. The park assessment will therefore exclude play equipment (CIP #95635). 
	Trail
	ADA Conditions/Assessment

	Iron Horse Trail
	Iron Horse Trail is handicap accessible. At major intersections, curb ramps are provided for wheelchair accessibility. However, no audible signals are provided for the visually impaired. The majority of the Iron Horse Trail is paved providing easily accessible path of travel for handicapped individuals. 

	Alamo Canal Trail
	Alamo Canal Trail is paved and handicap accessible. At major intersections, curb ramps are in place to provide wheelchair accessibility. However, no audible signals are installed for visually impaired individuals.  

	Alamo Creek Trail
	Alamo Creek Trail is handicap accessible. At major street intersections, curb ramps are provided for wheelchair accessibility. No audible signals are located at crossing areas for visually impaired individuals. 

	Tassajara Creek Trail
	Tassajara Creek Trail is handicap accessible. Curb ramps are in place to provide accessibility for wheelchair bound individuals. No audible signals are located at crossing areas for the visually impaired.   

	Dublin Boulevard Trail
	Dublin Boulevard Trail is paved and provides curb ramps for wheelchair bound individuals. Updates to curb ramps are needed in various locations along Dublin Boulevard, but access is acceptable.

	Dublin Ranch Phase I Stream Corridor Trial
	Dublin Ranch Phase I Stream Corridor Trail is in good condition and is handicap accessible. With the exception of truncated domes, curb ramps along the trail are in compliance with current ADA standards. 


2.4
 Streets & Audible Signals
The City of Dublin has approximately 80 miles of public right-of-way, including sidewalks, roadside trails, and intersections. The individual facilities are too numerous to be listed here. The City’s GIS identified those streets that have been accepted as public right-of-ways; the street inventory was updated in July 2006. The GIS can be considered an accurate inventory of public right-of-way for which the City is responsible. The City’s GIS was used to track and record the current conditions of curb ramps and driveways located in the public right-of-way throughout the city.  

The City has also compiled a list of locations where audible signals have been installed. Currently audible signals are installed in the downtown loop. The following is a list of intersections where audible signals have been installed:

	Intersections with Audible Feature:

	Dublin Boulevard & San Ramon Road

	Dublin Boulevard & Regional Street

	Dublin Boulevard & Golden Gate Drive

	Dublin Boulevard & Amador Plaza

	Dublin Boulevard & Village Parkway

	Village Parkway & Lewis Avenue

	Amador Valley Boulevard & Village Parkway

	Amador Valley Boulevard & Amador Plaza

	Amador Valley Boulevard & Donohue Drive

	Amador Valley Boulevard & Starward Drive

	Amador Valley Boulevard & Regional Street

	Amador Valley Boulevard & San Ramon Road

	Village Parkway & Tamarack Drive


It is City policy to install audible signals upon request. If a request to install audible signals is received, the City will defer 2 curb ramps in that fiscal year to adjust the budget to include the installation of the requested feature. Installation of audible signals is estimated at $5,000 per intersection. The audible signals will last anywhere from 2 to 5 years before replacement is required. On average it costs $2,000 to maintain the City’s current audible signals per fiscal year.

2.5 ADA Standard Plans Update

The updated City standard plans were completed in September 2006. The update includes new sidewalk and driveway standards that conform to current ADA guidelines.

The revised plans will be utilized in the design of all future City and private development projects. The City had been utilizing the draft plans since early 2005.

3. COST ESTIMATE

3.1
 Cost Estimate
A cost estimate has been developed to evaluate the cost of repairing or replacing curb ramps and/or driveways not in compliance with ADA standards (Table 1). The cost estimate is of sufficient detail to be incorporated into the Capital Improvement Program.

The cost estimate is grouped by the type of improvements needed. Since the street improvements will be phased over a period of years, the intent is to develop a prioritized implementation plan for inclusion into the Capital Improvement Program. 

	Table 1: ADA Transition Plan - Cost Estimate
	 
	 
	 

	Type of Ramp
	Cost per Ramp/Driveway
	Total Number
	Total Cost
	Comments

	Compliant
	$0 
	132
	$0 
	 

	Compliant w/o Domes
	$500 
	945
	$472,500 
	 

	Non-Compliant
	$2,500 
	427
	$1,067,500 
	 

	Non-Existent
	$2,500 
	136
	$340,000 
	 

	Non-Compliant w/Special Problem
	$10,000 
	2
	$20,000 
	 

	Non-Existent w/Special Problem
	$10,000 
	0
	$0 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Type of Driveway
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Residential: Non-Compliant
	$1,000 
	4731
	$4,731,000 
	 

	Residential: Compliant
	$0 
	2282
	$0 
	 

	Commercial: Non-Compliant
	$2,500 
	299
	$747,500 
	 

	Commercial: Compliant
	$0 
	114
	$0 
	 

	Grand Total  = 
	 
	 
	$7,378,500 
	 


3.2 Funding Plan
Sources of funding for the improvements include the General Fund, Gas Tax, and grants. The FY 2006/07 budget includes a total of $17,581 in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds. It is assumed that some level of CDBG funds or other grants will be available in future years. The General Fund and/or Gas Tax would be used to make up the shortfall between the annual target funding and available grant funds.

Additional sources of funding include the City’s Capital Improvement Program and private development. Capital Improvement projects will be designed according to current ADA standards and will correct any existing deficiencies within the limits of the project. 

As noted under the Assessment section, the existing five-year Capital Improvement Program includes $540,036 in funding to upgrade park play equipment to meet ADA standards. 

4. PUBLIC OUTREACH PROGRAM
4.1
Public Outreach Program
The City created a public outreach program to gather community input to identify areas where handicap accessibility to public facilities is a concern. Staff sent letters to schools, churches, homeowner’s associations and other public organizations explaining the 2006 Transition Plan Update project. The community was provided with a contact person to discuss any concerns or questions they had regarding handicap accessibility to facilities, or if they knew anyone who had difficulties maneuvering in a particular area within City limits. 

As part of the outreach program, the City posted a link on the City’s website to provide the public with information about the 2006 ADA Transition Plan Update and to provide contact information. An article was also placed in the local tri-valley newspaper, providing current information on the status of the 2006 ADA Transition Plan Update, including contact information. 

The City also set up an informational booth at the City’s annual Day on the Glen festival, providing informational pamphlets and comment cards. This gave the public a chance to voice any concerns regarding accessibility in the community.

The City intends to use all of its outreach efforts to compile a list of prioritized areas that need the most improvements. With this community input, the City will have a clearer idea of where improvements are most needed to improve the accessibility for its community members and visitors.  

4.2 
Public Response

Despite the use of multiple public outreach pieces, the City has received very few public responses to date. Of the few responses the City did receive, most were concerned with accessibility to the Civic Center. One concern with the path of travel from Dublin Boulevard to the Civic Center is that the sidewalk on the eastern side of Civic Plaza has no crosswalk linking it to the western side of the street where the Civic Center is located. If an individual was traveling west on Dublin Boulevard, they would have to know that they must cross Civic Plaza to access the Civic Center.

It is recommended that the City install temporary signs. The signs will direct the public to ADA accessible paths of access to the Civic Center. The signs will be a temporary solution to the problem. The permanent solution will be to install ADA compliant curb ramps at specific locations to improve the path of access for disabled public. A map of the path of access to the Civic Center is located in Appendix D. The map includes proposed locations for future installation of ADA compliant curb ramps. The City will continue to monitor complaints regarding the path of access to the Civic Center. If additional complaints are filed, the project will be moved to the City’s five-year prioritization plan.  

In addition to the concern with the path of access, the public stressed concerns with the handicap automatic door buttons located at the main entrance of the Civic Center. The handicap automatic door button failed to work. A work order was filed to replace the feature, and the work was completed in January of 2007.

5. PRIORITIZATION & SCHEDULING
5.1 
Prioritization 
Improvements within City-owned buildings or parks are given the highest priority for completion. These facilities are used by the general public and expenditure of funds would provide the greatest benefit. 

The next level of priority is improvements within the public right-of-way. Higher priority is given to routes that provide access to schools, parks, or other public facilities (for example, the Senior Center), commercial areas within walking distance of residential areas, high pedestrian traffic area, and high density senior residential areas. Routes to proposed projects such as the West Dublin BART Station which are anticipated to attract significant pedestrian traffic are also given priority. In some cases the BART Station may provide the only accessible mode of transportation for persons who cannot otherwise use an automobile. 

The next level of priority is single-family residential areas, as pedestrian traffic is less concentrated in these areas. However, areas of known travel by citizens with disabilities have greater priority over other neighborhoods.

5.1.1
Prioritized Areas/Scheduling
FY 2006/07

Within the fiscal year 2006/07, the City proposes to install new ADA compliant curb ramps at the following locations:

	Locations:
	Comments:

	1. Bandon Drive and Briarwood Lane (2)
	Path of access to community park and school. Prior public complaints.

	2. Lucania Street and Kilrush Avenue (2)
	Path of access to community park.

	3. Brighton Drive and Bristol Road (1)
	Path of access to community park.

	4. Bandon Drive and Longford Way (2)
	Prior public complaints.

	5. Brighton Drive and Lucania Street (2)
	Path of access to community park.


Each location produces a moderate to high volume of pedestrian traffic. The City will install ADA compliant curb ramps and driveways to improve the accessibility to the surrounding public facilities.

	FY  2006/07 Cost Estimates - Prioritized Areas

	Type of Ramp
	Cost per
Ramp/ Driveway
	Total Number
	Total Cost
	City’s Contribution
	School District

Contribution

	Compliant
	$0
	
	
	
	

	Compliant w/o Domes
	$500
	
	
	
	

	Non-Compliant
	$2,500
	
	
	
	

	Non-Existent
	$2,500
	9
	$22,500
	$22,500
	

	Non-Compliant w/Special Prob.
	$10,000
	
	
	
	

	Non-Existent w/Special Prob.
	$10,000
	
	
	
	

	Contingency
	
	
	
	
	

	Type of Driveway
	 
	
	
	
	

	Residential: Non-Compliant
	$1,000 
	
	
	
	

	Residential: Compliant
	$0 
	
	
	
	

	Commercial: Non-Compliant
	$2,500 
	
	
	
	

	Commercial: Compliant
	$0 
	
	
	
	

	Grand Total  =
	
	
	$22,500
	$22,500
	


FY 2007/08

Within the fiscal year 2007/08, the City proposes to install new ADA compliant curb ramps and driveways, or repair existing curb ramps at the following locations:

	Locations:
	Comments:

	1. Burnham Way and New Port Court (2)
	Path of access between elementary school and high school.

	2. Burnham Way and Frederiksen Lane (2)
	Path of access between elementary school and high school.

	3. Nielson Elementary School: Alegre Drive and Amarillo Drive (1)
	Path of access onto school premises.

	4. Frederiksen Elementary School: Tamarack Drive and Burton Street (1 + driveway)
	Path of access onto school premises.

	5. Peppertree Drive and Shannon Drive (1)
	Path of access to community park and center

	6. Dublin High School (2 + 2 driveways)
	Path of access onto school premises.


Each location produces a moderate to high volume of pedestrian traffic. The City will install ADA compliant curb ramps and driveways to improve the accessibility to the surrounding public facilities.

	FY  2007/08 Cost Estimates - Prioritized Areas

	Type of Ramp
	Cost per
Ramp/ Driveway
	Total Number
	Total Cost
	City’s Contribution
	School District

Contribution

	Compliant
	$0
	
	
	
	

	Compliant w/o Domes
	$500
	
	
	
	

	Non-Compliant
	$2,500
	2
	$5,000
	
	$5,000

	Non-Existent
	$2,500
	7
	$17,500
	$15,000
	$2,500

	Non-Compliant w/Special Prob.
	$10,000
	
	
	
	

	Non-Existent w/Special Prob.
	$10,000
	
	
	
	

	Contingency
	
	
	
	
	

	Type of Driveway
	 
	
	
	
	

	Residential: Non-Compliant
	$1,000 
	
	
	
	

	Residential: Compliant
	$0 
	
	
	
	

	Commercial: Non-Compliant
	$2,500 
	2
	$5,000
	
	$5,000

	Commercial: Compliant
	$0 
	
	
	
	

	Grand Total  =
	
	
	$27,500
	$15,000
	$12,500


Next 3 – 5 Years

Over the next 3 - 5 years, the City proposes to install new ADA compliant curb ramps and driveways, or repair existing curb ramps at the following locations:

	Locations:
	Comments:

	1. Regio Drive and Castilian Road (4)
	Intersection does not have any curb ramps. Possible path of access to community park and center.

	2. Juarez Lane and Castilian Road (2)
	Intersection has two non-existent curb ramps. Possible path of access to community park and center.

	3. Dublin Boulevard and San Ramon Road (4)
	Main intersection in downtown loop has four non-compliant curb ramps.

	4. Dublin Boulevard and Regional Road (2)
	Main intersection in downtown loop has two non-compliant curb ramps.

	5. Sierra Court and Trinity Court (1)
	Disabled individuals observed using area as a path of access. Curb ramp is above ADA compliant 2% cross-slope grade.

	6. Lucania Street and Kilrush Street (2)
	Intersection has two non-existent curb ramps. Possible path of access to community park.

	7. Amador Valley Boulevard – San Ramon Road to Dougherty Road (approximately 11 driveways)
	Various commercial driveways observed are non-compliant with ADA standards. High volume of pedestrian traffic increases the priority to repair existing identified problems to improve the accessibility of the public right of way. There are approximately 20 driveways that warrant repair or reconstruction along Amador Valley Boulevard. To sustain the City’s annual targeted of $20,000 per fiscal year; the City has prioritized 9 driveways that were found to have the greatest impact on the accessibility along Amador Valley Boulevard.

	8. Valley High School (3 + 4 driveways)
	Path of access onto school premises. Dublin Unified School District agreed to fund all ADA upgrades along the frontage of Valley High School.


	Year 3-5 Cost Estimates - Prioritized Areas

	Type of Ramp
	Cost per
Ramp/ Driveway
	Total Number
	Total Cost
	City’s Contribution
	School District

Contribution

	Compliant
	$0
	
	
	
	

	Compliant w/o Domes
	$500
	3
	$1,500
	$1,500
	

	Non-Compliant
	$2,500
	7
	$17,500
	$15,000
	$2,500

	Non-Existent
	$2,500
	8
	$20,000
	$15,000
	$5,000

	Non-Compliant w/Special Prob.
	$10,000
	
	
	
	

	Non-Existent w/Special Prob.
	$10,000
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Type of Driveway
	 
	
	
	
	

	Residential: Non-Compliant
	$1,000 
	
	
	
	

	Residential: Compliant
	$0 
	
	
	
	

	Commercial: Non-Compliant
	$2,500 
	15
	$37,500
	$27,500
	$10,000

	Commercial: Compliant
	$0 
	
	
	
	

	Subtotal Year 3-5 =
	
	
	$76,500
	$59,000
	$17,500

	Subtotal 2006/07 = 
	
	
	$22,500
	$22,500
	$0

	Subtotal 2007/08 = 
	
	
	$27,500
	$15,000
	$12,500

	GRAND TOTAL =
	
	
	$126,500
	$96,500
	$30,000


Public Works staff met with the Dublin Unified School District to discuss ADA accessibility to public facilities, including accessibility to Dublin schools. The Dublin Unified School District agreed to complete and fund the repairs and/or replacement of non-compliant curb ramps and driveways along the frontage of school grounds. ADA improvements along Brighton Drive at Dublin High School are scheduled for the fiscal year 2007/08. Fredericksen Elementary School is scheduled for ADA improvements during fiscal year 2007/08. Valley High School is scheduled for ADA improvements during fiscal year 2008/09. ADA improvements along Village Parkway at Dublin High School are tentatively scheduled for fiscal year 2008/09. Murray Elementary School and Wells Middle School are scheduled for ADA improvements in the near future. The City will fund ADA improvements at Nielsen Elementary School.       

Each location produces moderate to high volume of pedestrian traffic. 

These prioritized areas of concern were selected based upon the pedestrian traffic volume, accessibility to public facilities, and community complaints and/or suggestions. Areas requiring upgrades or installation of new curb ramps and/or driveways will ensure a better path of access to public facilities for disabled individuals.     

APPENDIX

Appendix A

ADA Standard Plans

Appendix B

City Parks 
Appendix C
City Facilities
Appendix D

Civic Center Existing and Proposed Path of Access 
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